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INSURANCE FOR UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE MATCHES

It is important that Branch Societies ensure that the referee has proper insurance before making appointments to University and College matches.

The best insurance policy is that provided by Rugby Canada.  This offers protection not only to the referee but also to the Referee Society and its Directors.

The guiding principle for coverage under the RC Policy is that

· both teams must have insurance coverage and 

· the match must be sanctioned by Rugby Ontario.  

For OUA and OCAA League matches, no action is required by the Referee Society.  Team coverage is provided by OUA or OCAA, and the match is automatically sanctioned by Rugby Ontario.

For RO League matches involving university teams e.g. Carleton in the EORU Women’s Fall League, no action is required by the Society.  Team members are required to register with RO.   The match is then automatically sanctioned by RO.  The referee needs to ensure that there is a signed game sheet submitted to RO which states all players are registered.

Action by the Branch Society is required for all other matches where University or College teams play exhibition matches with similar teams from another institution or a RO Club team.  Examples include McMaster 2nd (or Club) v U of Guelph 2nd (or Club), Mohawk Women v Trent Women,  Western Men v London A, Carleton Men v RMC Men, pre-season Western Women v Waterloo Women, McGill v Queens, etc.   

The Branch Society must 

· Enquire if the match has been sanctioned by RO.

· If not sanctioned, advise the Institution to obtain sanctioning by RO and that a certificate of insurance will be required

· Await word from the Institution that the match has been sanctioned by RO.     

Once the match is sanctioned by RO, the referee can be appointed and the match can proceed.  The teams are covered by their individual policies and the referee is covered by the RC policy.

This procedure must be followed for each non-League match although the Certificate of Insurance for a given team need be submitted only once.

For matches which involve a RO club, such as London A in the example above, the referee must ensure that a game sheet is submitted to RO with a full listing of the RO Club players.  A listing of the College or University players is not essential but is recommended to identify front row players, etc.

Your cooperation is requested in following these procedures to ensure proper levels of protection for all the match officials involved.

Thanks to Bob Kreasul (Rugby Canada), Allen Piggott (Rugby Ontario), and Chuck Mathies (OUA) for their help in preparing this document.  
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