
 

ORRS Development 
REPLAY   
In the rugby community there seems to be the concept of just because the tackler has 

got back to their feet they have ALL rights to the ball. This is an incorrect assumption 

and law interpretation. This week we are re presenting the article from July 6th update. It 

seems it may have not had the impact that was desired especially with coaches and a 

few of our own referees.  

Please take the time to read the article and also the attached IRB ruling. The tackler 

must HAVE possession of the ball to be able to continue with possession, they cannot 

still be TRYING to get possession of the ball after a ruck is formed.   

Have a great week.  

Steve & Andrew 
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Make sure you are up with the play 
– check for constant updates on 
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One Crack  

Look, if you had one shot, or one opportunity, to seize everything you ever wanted. One moment,  
would you capture it or just let it slip? …… You own it, you better never let it go. You only get one 
shot, do not miss your chance to blow. This opportunity comes once in a lifetime.   
EMINEM – LOSE YOURSELF  
  
Two months after the clarification of players handling the ball after the tackle a trend is developing.  
Opposition players on their feet after a tackle who do not secure possession prior to a ruck forming  
think they have rights to handle the ball in the ruck or continue to get possession after the ruck is  
formed. More concerning is the fact referees are letting them.   
  
Opposition players on their feet complying with law 15 and have their hands on the ball prior to  
contact with an opposition player on their feet may continue with possession of the ball even if a 
ruck is form around them.  
  
What has been happening is players who are contesting for the ball often do not secure possession 
of the ball for a number of reasons and lose their initial possession, a ruck then forms and the player 
has another, or even multiple goes for the ball.    
  
As soon as they lose the initial possession or hands come off the ball they are now ruck participants  
and must comply with law 16. You will hear people say that they are the tackler and have rights to 
the ball but if they do not secure possession they must use their feet.  
  
Please manage this with preventative communication directed at the players concerned.   
  
Remember they only have one shot, one opportunity to seize everything they ever wanted – the ball 
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090511 SG IRB Ruling 4 2009   

To:    Secretaries / CEOs of Unions and Regional Associations in Membership
  

From:    David Carrigy, Head of External & Member Relations  
 
Subject:   Law Ruling by Designated Members of Rugby Committee 
 
Date:    May 11, 2009 
 
Ruling:      4: 2009    

 
Ruling Request from the NZRU and ARU Law 15 and 16 

  

Law 15 6 (b) states: 
  
After a tackle any players on their feet may attempt to gain possession by taking the 
ball from the ball carriers possession. 
  
Law 16.1 (b) states: 
  
How can a ruck form?  Players are on their feet.  At least one player must be in 
physical contact with an opponent. The ball is on the ground. 
  
Law 16.4 (b) states: 
  
(b) Players must not handle the ball in a ruck. 
  
When a player has complied with Law 15 6 (b), is on his feet and playing the ball after 
a tackle and is then joined by an opposition player on his feet so that the situation 
outlined in 16 1 (b) occurs, can the player who has complied with Law 15 6 (b) continue 
to play the ball with his hands or at what point does he have to release the ball?   
 
This does not appear to be covered by Law. 
  
Ruling 
  
Law 15 6 (a) states: After a tackle, all other players must be on their feet when they 
play the ball. ....... 
 
Law 15.6 (b) reads: After a tackle any player on their feet may attempt to gain 
possession by taking the ball from the ball carriers possession. 
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Law 15 5 (e) states that: If opposition players who are on their feet, the tackled player 
must release the ball. 
 
This indicates that after a tackle a player on his feet may play the ball. 
 
Law 16 1 (b) states: How can a ruck form? Players are on their feet. At least one 
player must be in physical contact with an opponent. The ball is on the ground. 
 
Law 16.1 refers to a player from each side in physical contact over the ball and implies 
that the ball is not in the possession of any player. 
 
Providing a player from either side on their feet  after a tackle comply with all aspects of 
Law 15  and have the ball in their hands prior to contact with an opposition player on 
his feet  those players may continue with possession of the ball even if a player from 
the opposition makes contact with those players in possession of the ball.    
 
Any other players joining the two players contesting the ball must not handle the ball in 
accordance with Law 16.4 (b).  If the ball is not in possession of any player after a 
tackle and a ruck is formed players may not use their hands in accordance with Law 
16.4 (b). 
  
The Ruling is effective from May 23 for the start of matches in the June window 
and after the close of any domestic or cross border competitions 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Carrigy 
Head of External & Member Relations 



 

 

Steve Scott & Andrew Hall 
ORRS Development Director 
NRRS Development Director and RDO 
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